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Daily life at Versailles between 1735 and 1770
lives again in the Memoirs of the Due de Luynes
and the Prince de Croy; these are valuable docu-
ments written by sincere men incapable of dis-
guising the truth, impartial witnesses without
passion or malice whose impressions recreate before
our eyes a vanished age. Albert Due de Luynes, an
intimate of Marie Leodnska, one of the queen's
circle which included those shining lights President
Hdnault and d'Argenson, left vivid pictures of his
queen, restful and intimate like the portraits of
Van Meer of Delft or Pieter de Hooch. Thanks to
him we can see into those retired rooms, where
lived the deserted wife, and admire a useful life
full of kindness and goodness.

Though an early riser Marie scarcely ever found
time to do all she planned; the morning, devoted
to prayers and moral readings, ended with a visit
to the king and a little light amusement. About
half past twelve she dressed; then dinner with
about ten ladies. The queen would talk with each
of them, find out their respective tastes, say a few
kindly and flattering words to them, skilfully guide
the conversation away from commonplaces; for
she had a gift for interesting and charming her
guests. Then going into her rooms she busied
herself with tapestry and other such work, or else
recounted what she had read with skill and vivacity.
She was musical and loved to play the guitar, the
harpsichord and the vielle, making a jest of her poor
efforts, and laughing heartily when people tried to
compliment her on them. At three o'clock she